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	‘Meet the Crews’ - Shakedown
Thursday, June 29th 2017
Present:

Thierry Neuville – Hyundai Motorsport

Ott Tanak – M-Sport World Rally Team 

Haydon Paddon – Hyundai Motorsport 

Q. 

Thierry, its good to see that the sun has come out, but it’s been a pretty wet shakedown. How did you find it?

TN: 

I cannot complain. I felt comfortable from the first pass. The times were good and I didn’t make any changes to the car.

Q. 

Five consecutive podiums for you. It’s been a really good run of success in 2017. What’s the plan for this event? 

TN: 

Again, like you saw on the last couple of rounds, it is important to be on the podium ahead of Sébastien, Ott and Jari-Matti. 
 
Q. 

What do you think of Rally Poland? 

TN: 

I like Poland. It’s a beautiful country to come over and do the WRC event. It’s one of the bravest and one of the fastest. It’s really enjoyable. Sometimes it’s really difficult to make a huge gap because everyone is flat out. You can take a bit more risk than you can in Finland. There are some wider parts, but there are some sections where you have to be more careful. I feel brave since I am born…..sometimes too brave….this is the difficult part, especially with the weather. 


Q:

Ott, you come here on the back of your first WRC win in Sardinia. Is that momentum and that confidence going to carry you through to a first win in Poland?


OT: 

As Thierry just said, it’s a nice event especially with all the atmosphere we get here and also with the flowing roads. It’s definitely one of my favourites and I always enjoy a lot. The start of the season has been quite good. We have been consistently on the pace. 

Q: 

Everything felt good in shakedown this morning? 

OT: 

We had to make some changes to the car, but after the last two runs it felt okay. We should be ready for tomorrow. We made set-up changes……..!

Q: 

There are four drivers who can realistically go for the title. You are one of them now. How are you feeling about that?

OT: 

It is pretty interesting. It looks like it is not coming to so easy for Sebastien this year. Many guys are behind him and it’s a nice feeling to be in the fight. We just need to keep doing the same way. Our aim is to take some points out of Thierry. 

Q: 

Haydon, Thierry spoke about confidence and bravery here. How confident are you feeling?

HP: 

I love it here in Poland. As Thierry said, it’s one of the fastest rallies of the year. Coming from New Zealand we grow up with fast stages. It feels natural to be here and I just enjoy keeping flat in sixth and hoping it comes out for the best.

Q: 

Competitive times from you looking back to Sardinia.  It did not go the way you wanted. 

HP: 

It has not been our year but we have half a season ahead of us now to get things on track for 2018. It’s going to be very close up the front. Hopefully we can be in that battle. The weather is going to play a big part. We are going to drive flat out. 

Q: 

New stages as well. What do you think of those?

HP: 

They are very similar in character to the others. They are generally very fast and we have some soft, narrow and sandy sections and tomorrow’s stages are some of my favourites. 

Ends


Twitter: https://twitter.com/rajdpolski

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/rajdpolski
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