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	‘Meet the Crews’ - Saturday
Saturday, July 1st 2017
Present:

Marek Nawarecki – Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team 
Malcolm Wilson – M-Sport World Rally Team
Michel Nandan – Hyundai Motorsport
Jarmo Lehtinen – Toyota GAZOO Racing WRT
1st Thierry Neuville – Hyundai Motorsport 

2nd Ott Tanak – M-Sport World Rally Team 

3rd Hayden Paddon – Hyundai Motorsport

Q. 

Michel, what a tough afternoon. The top three drivers all having problems within 10 minutes on the same stage. How are you feeling after that?

MN: 

Everything was happening. It was a good show. It was exciting and a bit difficult for the heart. It has been like this since the start of the rally and it is no finished. I think it is great for the sport.

Q. 

There have been eight lead changes so far on this event. The lead is only 3.1 seconds. It is not a lot with 60km to go. Can Thierry do it? (loud cheers)

MN: 

I think it is a big fight for both championships and it is so important. I hope we can do that.

 
Q. 

Malcolm, Ott Tanak in second position going into the final day. I mentioned the drama this afternoon. He did a good few stages without a rear wing and lost hardly any time at all. What did you think about that?

MW: 

If you think about it, both of them lost similar amounts of time. We don’t feel very good about that at the moment, because we do not know the reason why he lost it and it cost him time. It’s still fantastic that they both lost time and there is still a fight tomorrow morning. For everyone who follows rally, that is great news. It’s not good news for me or Michel (laughing).


Q:

Malcolm, Ott is coming off the back of a win in Sardinia. We can see the confidence. Has he got the goods to catch Neuville tomorrow?


MW: 

That is a question that I really cannot answer. (loud cheers from the Estonian fans). All I can say is he will be giving 110%.

Q: 

Tell us about Sébastien Ogier. He seemed to have a few issues this afternoon?

MW: 

The guys are now looking at all the data. We had an intermittent engine problem. Hopefully they can get on top of that. He has not had a good afternoon. Saying that, he is back up to fourth and the championship is going to be so close that this is important. 

Q: 

I feel sorry for the Toyota team Jari-Matti (Latvala) was in the fight and then he stopped on SS16. What happened out there?

JL: 

He was definitely in the fight. That is the positive side of it. AS we speak, the boys are just investigating the car. We got it back just 15 minutes ago. They are checking the data. He lost the drive. We are checking what happened between the foot and the wheels. We don’t know why. 

Q: 

But the team have proved that the Toyota Yaris is right up there with the performance.

JL: 

Yes, we are very happy. It is a shame for Jari-Matti’s title bid. It was a big set back for him. We are also happy with Esapekka’s pace and sorry for Juho that he has been having some small issues throughout the whole weekend. We will be targeting the win in Finland, for sure. 

Q: 

Marek, talk to us about your guys. Another strong day for Stéphane Lefebvre today. He is really finding confidence with the C3.

MN: 

He continued to improve his speed, especially in the dry conditions, where he showed a good performance. On the last loop he was close to the fastest drivers. 

Q: 

How are the upgrades working out on Andreas Mikkelsen’s car? 

MN: 

It is going in the right direction. In such changing conditions it is difficult to assess the changes. There is still some work to do.

Q: 

Thierry, what a battle we have on our hands. You lead by 3.1 seconds. How are you feeling?

TN: 

I am feeling well, obviously. Difficult conditions for everybody, especially in the second pass, in the rough. We managed quite well. We got a puncture. We kept calm and we kept pushing after. In told you yesterday I would be here with a 10-second advantage. Finally, it is only three something, but that is better than nothing. 

Q: 

You did not know when you got a puncture that Ott also had problems. What did you feel? Did you think it was over for you? 

TN: 

For sure, I thought the win was not possible any more. Still, we kept pushing. I knew with the problem he had that I could catch some time. We were able to get back the lead.  

Q: 

You mentioned you had no luck. I guess you would rather have a little rain than no rear wing, right?

TN: 

(Ioud heckling from the Estonian fans). I got two problems. He got only one. (jeers). At the end we had similar trouble. I think we have both done really well. We lost one guy who was fighting with us. We must be pleased. I am feeling comfortable. I was driving clever. If it’s necessary, for sure, I will put sixth gear! The fans have been fantastic. It’s nice to see all the flags. You can feel the support is huge.

Q: 

Ott, tell us about your afternoon?

OT: 

The afternoon was a bit difficult. In Finland, you need the rear wing more, but Poland is one of the worst places to lose it. The cars have a proper aerodynamic and, if you lose it, it makes things not so easy. We try to make the best out of it. Let’s see. Thierry has been strong all weekend. 

There was a nice place on one stage with Belgian fans on one side and Estonian fans on the other.  

Q: 

What is the plan? Thierry is second in the championship and you are third. Will you give it everything? (loud support)

OT: 

Thierry is in the same position, so I am sure we will both push hard. It looks like the weather always makes it interesting on Sundays in Poland. It does not make the job any easier. It’s rallying and we take what we have. There will be some fast, flowing stages. We will push hard. (wlld cheers)

Q: 

Let’s give Hayden a chance. I feel sorry for you. It’s the battle of the flags. Third position and these two are going to be fighting tooth and nail. How are you feeling at the end of the day?

HP: 

It’s been a good day. It’s unfortunate what happened to Jari-Matti and it’s a bit of a bonus to be up here in third. But we have the best seat in the house to watch these two tomorrow. I am looking forward to it. 

Q: 

What will you be doing on the final 60km?

HP: 

Today has been good. We have been trying to maintain our position. This is promising for the future. Tomorrow, we are a minute behind so I’m going to drive like my grandma. Nice and slow. After the year we have had, a podium would mean a lot. We want to bring home some points.  

It’s amazing how many people have been out on the stages. The flags. It’s an Ott Tanak Rally (loud cheers). It’s a great atmosphere and it makes it very enjoyable for us driving the cars.”

Ends


Twitter: https://twitter.com/rajdpolski

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/rajdpolski
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